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The Chains Fear ments, bureaucratic offices, malodorous prisons and 
Regnery. May 20, 1958. 282p. $4.75. (Ila) torture chambers, bringing his spellbound reader along 


Matter 


One the functions the novel that revela- 
human experience, and—if possible—a unique 
This function might said achieved 
Nicholai Marchenko, who uses the pen name 
Narakov, his novel The Chains Fear. The human 
experience which evaluates and discloses that 
contemporary Russians under the Soviet regime. The 
unusual because derived from the 
minds and hearts his characters without any edi- 
torial interpolation his part. Furthermore, the men- 
tal and emotional reactions which beset these people 
are vividly portrayed and communicated, much 
that sort fascinating, though repellent, spell lures 
the reader continue through climactic narrative 
its terrifying conclusion. 

The author resorts vast area typical Russian 
people his tale. enters into crowded apart- 


with him. penetrates, too, the thinking and the 
feeling the party functionary, the opportunist, the 
fawning and insignificant official, the naive and trust- 
ing citizen the Soviet. Furthermore, despite such 
vast panorama ,he achieves unity and coherence 
that are extraordinary. From such material extracts 
intricate plot which evolves from apparently loose 
ends into unified and conclusive entity. 


The story begins when Evlalia Grigorievna involved 
slight automobile accident. Incidentally, the Rus- 
sian names the various characters may prove some- 
what baffling, for, true other Russian litera- 
ture, the individual character not always called the 
same name, and many the names sound and look 
quite alike.) young widow—at least 
presumed that her husband dead since was arrest- 
the Cheka—who supports her little son and her 
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father typist government office. She was 
struck the car obviously important party boss. 
reparation, this official undertakes see that 
she better and more profitably employed. However, 
his kindness becomes menacing and terrifying. 


Her father, timeserver and parasite, arrested. 
Then her enigmatic benefactor eventually secures his 
release. Meanwhile, Evlalia discovers some unpleasant 
truths about the parent whom she has loved and served 
without question. Meanwhile, too, the machinations, 
the chicanery, and the horrible nightmare insecurity 
which constantly assail the party functionaries, particu- 
larly those who administer the Cheka—then the secret 
police, for the time the story the middle thirties— 
loom constantly their own lives. 


The plight the individual citizen, with loved one 
suddenly imprisoned, Evlalia experienced, well 
the paralyzing dread, suffered her father, which 
overwhelms the prisoner expected confess crimes 
against the State—even though unaware the 
nature such crimes—is starkly drawn. Then, too, 
the promptings human decency ,the assault con- 
science, and the proving the validity the Soviet 
system which trouble the party officials, such Lyub- 
kin, the local chief the Cheka, increase the tension 
and heighten the suspense the satanic machinery 
the Soviet operates. 


detailed treatment the plot hardly proper for 
reviewer since would bare too much and perhaps 
disappoint the prospective reader. sense, this 
novel mystery story, revealing gradually the an- 
swers the many questions which the various stages 
the plot create. Much the pleasure derived 
from reading this story lies the unknown and un- 
foreseen turns which the plot pursues. brief 
about it, the plot might described labyrinth 
menacing dilemmas. 


This novel has been translated Christopher Bird 
and has been rendered into pleasing and intelligible 
idiom. does contain few misspellings: tortuous 
and Torquemado, for instance, and uses interchange- 
ably vice and vise. Some profanity and some vulgarity, 
well suicide, might cited its only objection- 
able features. Otherwise memorable excursion 
into frightful world. 


Brendan Larnen, O.P., 
The Holy Name Journal, 
New Yark 21, New York 


Roche, Mazo Centenary Jalna 
Little, Brown. May 20, 1958. 342p. $4.00. (IIa) 

Mazo Roche, the popular and indefatigable 
chronicler the Whiteoak clan, celebrates the centen- 
ary the founding Jalna her latest story about 
its variegated family. Rennie, now the patriarch the 
tribe that counts five families the spacious Cana- 
dian estate, decides with effortless dominance that there 
should fitting celebration the event. 


The trim the brick mansion will repainted: the 
members the family will summoned back from 
the ends the earth, need be: two hundred more 
acres will added the holdings: there will ban- 


Best 


quets, dances, and cap all wedding, which 
will join Rennie’s daughter, Adeline, with her 
some young cousin, Philip. Nothing, Rennie cop. 
cludes, could more fittingly commemorate the vitality 
and continuity the family than the sight this young 
wedded pair standing beneath the portraits 
great-grandparents, Philip Whiteoak and Adeline 
Court, the founders Jalna. 


With minimum effort succeds imposing his 
will upon reluctant Adeline, still under the spell 
her first love, Maitland Fitzturgis, and upon 
pliant Philip spellbound the prospect becoming 
master Jalna’s acres. The cool courtship proceeds 
its foreordained end despite the complications jp. 
duced the visit Maitland, who later marries Ade. 
line’s cousin, Roma; and the return 
Philip’s oldest brother, who still hopelessly and 
ously love with Adeline. 


Meanwhile, there tragedy brewing the 


house, which Finch has returned with his new 
bride, Sylvia, and Dennis, his son former mar 
riage. This precocious and abominable young brat, 
fiercely possessive his aloof father, resents and hates 
Sylvia despite all her eager overtures win his affec. 
tion. When Finch absent New York Dennis 
his machinations induces premature labor the part 
Sylvia and leaves her die childbirth the 
empty house. Among his other captivating didoes 
kidnaps the baby the day its christening and 
comes perilously close drowning it. Later 


effort gain his father’s attention and sympathy 


almost hangs himself but unfortunately does not quite 
succeed, fate probably reserving him for fitter end, 
such being parboiled cyande. offset the pic 


ture Dennis there admirable portrait 


seven-year-old cousin, Mary, who finds men nuisance 
around the house. 


The occasion the centenary gives Mazo Roche 
opportunity reassemble all the members the 
family surviving into the 1950s and give glimps 
the youngsters, who doubt will carry 
family traditions for years come. thousand 
upon thousands readers will welcome these new epi 
sodes the history Jalna. 


Jacklin, 
Georgetown University, 


Washington, 


Murray, The Blanke 
Vanguard. May 21,1958. 192p. $3.50. 

The Blanket first novel considerable distinction 
writing it, .A. Murray has drawn from 
ence more than score years Basutoland. 
setting small village and its adjacent 
The young hero, Lepotane, Mosuto chief’s 
son, herder sheep who finds himself enmeshed 
shoddy and fortuitously tragic crime. 


The story unfolds within the brief space 
weeks, and, one level, devoted the criminal 
itself, what provoked it, and its aftermath. 
insolent, young and ambitious, bent betraying 
chief. But his treachery discovered and plans 
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made, defiance the colonial authorities, kill him 
night lonely mountain path and cut away 
his vital organs for use witch-doctor’s liretla, 
grisly rite which they believe guaranteed keep the 
murder undetected. Warned beforehand, Maburu 
escapes and mistake another slain his stead. 
When the identity the victim uncovered, when 
Maburu informs the police and the murderers are ar- 
rested, Lepotane comes recognize that liretla wholly 
jmpotent “medicine,” unspeakably brutal, “the re- 
course the weak, the inadequate, and those who wish 
obtain something which they have lawful 
claim.” 

What makes the story Lepotane moving the fact 
that the story every man who has ever plunged 
into any sort immorality and has then awakened 
the imperative voice other 
Newman said, “in the whole our experi- 
ence.” this level, have the anguish the man 
who great foreboding feels the thin edge remorse 
prying him from some defiling passion cherishes. 


The central theme, therefore, Lepotane’s attempt 
hearken the voice and divest himself savagery 
that varying degrees estranges each from the 
rest mankind. This the author handles with satis- 
fying skill and with but shadow two the im- 
plausible. His style without chaff and possessed 
marvelous simplicity, yet fresh and richly expressive 
his vision. Indeed the experience evokes with 
his finely controlled imagery once powerful and 
significant, and for the adult reader most rewarding. 


William Walsh, 
Baltimore, Maryland 


Cronin, The Northern Light 
Little, May 22,1958. 308p. $4.00. 
(Literary Guild 


Cronin’s twelfth novel, The Northern Light, named 
after the central newspaper the story, adds stature 
the author. The novel splits half way and consti- 
tutes rather two short stories with Henry Page the hero 
the first half and his son and daughter-in-law the 
protagonists the second half. 


the first story (163 pages) ,Henry Page, owner and 
editor small (80,000 circulation) Northumbrian 
newspaper, withstands the efforts big London 
newspaper buy him out squeeze him out. The 
competitive paper, the Chronicle, set London 
newspaper syndicate and subsisting sex, scandal and 
sensationalism, cuts down Page’s subscription list and 
his reserve capital, buys and has condemned his press 
building, and forces The Northern Light one day 
appear single mimeographed sheet edition. 


The townspeople rally Page’s help and the leading 
financier enables Page get £20,000 loan with which 
meet his debts and pay back salaries. This story 
interesting enough runs, but dawdles for ninety 
pages before rouses any suspense. closes with 
clever novelist’s device. 


The second part the novel the better story, inas- 
much mood, suspense, characterization and inevita- 
bility are all present. The plot involves and revolves 


Cronin Glanville 


about Page’s son David, paranoic Hamlet ,and the 
latter’s wife, Cora. The competitive Chronicle editors 
had found out about Cora’s unsuspected past: con- 
viction for abortion and six-month prison term. Henry 
Page offered the alternative selling out his paper 
the Chronicle having the Chronicle publish 
his daughter-in-law’s record. 


flying trip London, Henry Page appeals the 
big London publisher who owns the Chronicle sup- 
press the information about Cora. Rebuffed, deter- 
mines sell out save his family’s name. But before 
returns his office fill out the necessary con- 
tracts, big newspaper, unaffiliated with the Chronicle, 
publishes Cora’s story. 


Young David reads the shocking news about his wife, 
goes the Chronicle office, shoots the editor who 
responsible for digging into Cora’s past and, thereupon, 
kills himself. His wife, also having read about herself, 
throws herself into the sea. Henry Page returns his 
saved newspaper, makes his managing editor his part- 
ner, resolves take the months-long bed rest that the 
doctor had prescribed for his heart, and contem- 
plates trip with his wife Hawaii. 


Doctor Cronin, The Northern Light, has produced 
two short stories but hardly novel “that the crown- 
ing triumph his career.” The first eighty pages re- 
mind one forcibly turn-of-the-century popular-novel 
style. There very little observation detail except 
for the description Henry Page’s heart symptoms. 
The characters are generalized. Cora alone comes 
close being alive. Possibly the omniscient viewpoint 
the author fault; possibly the novelist’s advanc- 
ing years. 


While the first pages answer all the reader’s questions 
about Page’s ambience, the sentence structure often 
stumbles. Quite few colloquialisms appear the 
writing. the same time Cronin uses delightfully 
specific Scotch and British terms. 


The practices the big city newspapers elicit some 
Cronin’s sharpest and best comment. The freedom 
the press not all issue the novel; the issue 
the possibility the continuance the small inde- 
pendent press. And Cronin proves anything, 
proves that big newspapers are conscienceless. 


Occasionally, certain amount vulgarity creeps into 
the talk the unsavory Chronicle editors, and fairly 
frequently Cronin refers the marital act matter- 
of-fact way that must limit his novel adult readers 


only. 
Joachim Daleiden, O.F.M., 
Quincy College, 
Quincy, 


Glanville, Brian The Bankrupts 
Doubleday. May 15,1958. 259p. $3.95. 


Purported moving, biting novel Jewish 
family life today,” this book moves too slowly and 
doesn’t bite hard enough. The endless dialogues could 
set organ music and broadcasted “Will 
Rosemary Ever Get Married?” The scene London. 
Rosemary Frieman and her brother, David, are the 
issue successful and despairingly stodgy Jewish par- 


ents whose only worry marry them off suitable 
replicas themselves. Both the young people 
rebel. Rosemary takes with arty crowd, falls 
love with the wrong type Jew, patient through 
interminable family hassles, and finally leaves home 
take with her paramour, Bernard, without bene- 
fit the rabbinate. Bernard all mixed about his 
“Jewishness” and asks many embarrassing questions 
about it. The couple embarrased because they can 
find answers; the reader because they are not 
answer-provoking. finally slips down Israel 
see about job, gets himself killed Arabs, leaving 
Rosemary family way, with all her family 
solidly against her. Some Bernard’s perplexity 
“takes” Rosemary, now deuil, and before long, 
she too sets out for Israel good there. 


Surprisingly enough, after all those family quarrels, 
only now that Rosemary can feel pity for her family. 
Truly, they are sorry lot. Take Mrs. Frieman with 
her telephone: 
they were not much conversations two-sided mono- 
logues, series unconfessed duels between two mistresses 
the art verbal monopoly. When Mrs. Frieman was not 
actually talking herself—and she realized that such conces- 
sions must occasionally made—she listened with distant 
smile her face. Now and again she covered the mouth- 
piece address remark her husband; sometimes she 
would keep her hand there for several minutes while she 
gave culinary instructions the maid. 
What was obviously meant soul-searching in- 
quiry into the very Jewish roots this spiritually bank- 
rupt family, becomes tedious tale with occasional 
well-drawn caricature. 


Brother Gabriel ,F.S.C., 
Salles College, 
Philadelphia 41, Pennsylvania 


Crack Doom 


Heinrich, Willi 
June 1958. 313p. $3.95. 


Farrar, Straus Cudahy. 


This almost clinical examination the moral, 
mental and physical disintegration the German 
Army World War Two. Its action confined 
one section Czechoslovakia. The time coincides 
with the opening the Russian assault. 


Willi Heinrich anti-war writer with enormous 
gifts. His worst flaw, least Crack Doom, 
tendency confuse his readers through failing orient 
them, geographically. possible understand the 
physical placement troops some parts the book 
only after repeated study previous sections. And, 
times, knowledge the relationship, terms 
space, one town another indispensable. 


Heinrich describes the physical force and destruction 
brilliantly some spots. has also drawn some 
strong character studies. But Crack Doom suffers 
from malady common many recent war novels: 
determined its attention clinical analysis 
that seems lose whatever emotional warmth 
might have had. 


His best writing concerns Major Giesinger, cock-of- 
the-walk psychotic who the epitome the egomania- 
cal, unskilled militarist. Forced make decision 
officer charge when the commander his unit was 


Heinrich Cook 


Best 


kidnapped, Giesinger chooses send reserve battalion 
search the general. Other officers oppose the 
move. But Giesinger, man riddled with pride 
the wrong things himself, becomes obsessed with 
the idea. 


When the Russian breakthrough begins and 
partisans prove increasingly successful their efforts 
disturb and disrupt German plans, Giesinger’s 
becomes fatal one. Under the tightening thumb 
screws new general (Stiller), Giesinger crumbles, 


Crack Doom tells this part the war’s story through 
several eyes. addition Giesinger there are the 
stories Sgt. Kolodzi and his fiancee, Maria; Schmitt, 
Kolodzi’s hunchback captain; Andrej, his sister Margita 
and other partisans; Nikolash ,their Russian “adviser” 
and, finally, Gen. Stiller, well-trained but panic 
stricken man who comes the isolated sector too late 
anything about Giesinger’s mistakes. 


Pairing, terrified portrait war bombarded brutality 
and poorly synthesized animal sex. The latter, how- 


ever, empty though may be, integral part 


Heinrich’s overall view war itself. 


Crack Doom skillfully written book from 
point view. The stories overlap and interweave 
subtly. 


the last, Kolodzi, the book’s most central character, 


deserts. this figure man running from nothing 


into nowhere, lies the real value Heinrich’s book: 
The actual horror war not death much 
the utter demolition and corruption the heroic 


image Man. 
Randolph, 


Stroudsburg, 


Cook, Roberta St. Clair 
The Thing About Clarissa 
Bobbs-Merrill. Apr. 30, 1958. 247p. $3.50. 


Clarissa Cameron, fresh from Madame Gailard’s 
male Academy, just the girl while away warm 
afternoon with. She glides, (as True Woman 
should), through adventures, courtships, and Noble 
Deeds leisurely world 1837. Being novice 
this sort thing, her glide becomes times run, 
other times stumble, but Clarissa Carries On. 


The Family owns iron works, managed Clarissa’s 
brother, Sedge. The problem persuading the aunts 
agree modernizing brings out the True Woman 
Clarissa. There is, course, handsome young 
engineer—in fact, far too good-looking for honesty, 
and Clarissa assumes riverboat gambler. She 
discovers his sterling character only find has been 
corresponding with her best friend. Convinced that 
she has loved vain and her heart cinder, she 
determines through Life Alone, thinking only 
others, True Woman should. But True Love Con- 
quers All. 


There probably won’t too many masculine readers, 
but the ladies search escape from depressing 
lines, who want light, forthy novel will find here 
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taxing thought required, moral decisions 
judged. tailor-made for hammock reading. 


O’C. Moriarty, 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 


Bean, Amelia The Fancher Train 
Doubleday. May 13, 1958. 356p. $3.95. (IIb) 

Melissa Boller first saw Jed Smith Fort Laramie, 
Wyoming, the summer 1857. She was strongly 
attracted the tall and handsome guide whom Char- 
ley Fancher had just hired guide his party 160 
their journey California. But took some subtle 
manoeuvering before Jed became aware her feminine 
charms, his was difficult assignment. The Indians 
hereabouts were none too friendly; and, besides, the 
train had pass through Utah. The Mormons had 
not forgiven the “Gentiles” for driving them from 
place place, killing their women and children 
Haun’s Mill 1839, and murdering their founder, 
Joseph Smith, 1844. this very time, 1857, 
President Buchanan, angered their polygamy and 
reports insubordination, was sending troops restore 
order their “Promised Land.” such highly- 
charged atmosphere the utmost circumspection was 
required. 


Unfortunately there were men the party like Sol 
Ward, who stole from the Mormons and raped the 
wife hot-tempered Indian chief. Again man 
named Aden committed the then unpardonable crime 
apostasy from Mormonism and joined the Fancher 
train. But the worst all was that Sol Ward was 
recognized the actual killer Josh Wade’s wife 
the raid Haun’s Mill. Josh had waited eighteen 
years for this moment revenge. The upshot was 
that the Indians and the Mormons launched surprise 
attack Mountain Meadow, Utah. After the fighting 
had begun, orders came from Brigham Young Salt 
Lake City that the Mormons must not molest the travel- 
But the situation had gotten out hand, and 
the third day all the adults were brutally murdered, 
except Jed and Melissa who had gone for help. 


Mrs. Bean, the author, lives only about 100 miles from 
Mountain Meadow. Though she has created some 
the characters, yet the main facts are essentially true. 
For she has consulted the unpublished and uncensored 
accounts those who participated were eye- 
witnesses this gruesome and little-known massacre. 
fact one the most exciting historical novels 
have ever read, but unfortunately can recommend 
only for adults because some immoral language 


and 
Stephen McKenna, C.SS.R., 
Santa Maria University, 
Ponce, Puerto iRco 


Fores, John The Human Element 
Doubleday. May 15,1958. 287p. $3.95. (IIb) 


Reading The Human Element convinces one that John 
Fores has had lot experience with airplanes and 
navigation and deserts and men not quite good enough 
for the jobs they are doing. describes accurately 
and objectively the forced landong plane 


Bean Fores Callendar 


African desert. All the elements leading the 
mishap are neatly reported: the overconfidence 
crew who has made the flight many times before; 
the hesitancy the new first officer insist that things 
should more carefully checked; the captain’s reliance 
his instruments and his own abilities; the reluctance 
the navigator admit that could wrong; the 
many little things that add tragedy. The four 
days waiting for rescue are coolly presented. The 
Passengers are varied could well assemble such 
flight (and stereotyped this listing suggests): 
there missionary priest, American reporter, 
English business man who making his first flight and 
his first trip from home; there old maid hungry 
for “experiences,” fading movie actress, drinking 
smuggler, stupid young communist, even one the 
airline’s directors. Reactions vary: there resentment, 
anger, and quarrelling; there the discovery young 
love and there fornication; there death all its 
forms—accidental, natural, suicidal, and perhaps mur- 
der; there are hope and despair; there are the depths 
human degradation and the heights man’s 
nobility. 


But with all these elements there not much 
novel. one will argue that this thing could not have 
happened the author says did. Perhaps that 
the main fault the book. There creative activ- 
ity the part the author apparent the work. The 
whole thing dry and lifeless the desert itself. 
There hero, suspense, real characterization. 
John Fores undoubtedly turns concise, comprehensive 
reports his anti-smuggling assignments the English 
Customs and Excise Department. But seems lack 
that added touch that can give experience and knowl- 
edge the warmth and life that would transform into 
readable novel. 


Joan Lonergan, 

Catholic University America 
Library, 

Washington, 


Callender, Julian St. Dingan’s Bones 
Vanguard. May 1958. 179p. $3.50. (I) 

The Conneelly children Ballydingan were devoted 
St. Dingan, the patron saint their village, that they 
kept his shrine supplied with fresh flowers. These they 
obtained stealth from the rectory garden the Pro- 
testant church. One evening while they were engaged 
this pious work St. Brigid appeared and pointed out 
the location St. Dingan’s bones. Turning over bit 
earth they did find piece bone which they bore 
home triumph. Their story found few takers until 
old lady who had been ill for some years touched 
the bone and declared herself restored health. Other 
“miracles” followed. time all the peace 
Ballydingan was shattered newsmen, invalids, neu- 
rotics and the curious thronged from everywhere. 
The Bishop appointed commission investigate the 
apparition and the alleged cures. The Catholics won- 
dered what St. Brigid was doing the Protestant 
churchyard, but then they remembered that had 
been Catholic church before the Reformation. 
the midst all the excitement the Conneely dog ran 
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off with the bone. was his the first place. The 
Catholics thought that St. Dignan’s bones should 
dug with without the consent the Protestant 
rector. the hope saving the village from further 
invasion and restoring tranquillity young man de- 
cided impersonate St. Dignan himself. whitened 
his head and face with flour, put big red beard and 
monk’s habit, and the dusk evening appeared 
the churchyard. sepulchral tones announced 
the startled folk who poked about among the tombs 
that wanted his bones let alone. stout Ameri- 
can lady who was seeking cure for ailing back, fell 
over tombstone and broke her leg. But her back was 
put back right. About this point the author brings 
the whole story end having professor 
Celtic history turn with the news that St. Dignan 
was not buried there all. 


The author who writes under the name Julian Cal- 
lender (one wonders why doesn’t bring the nom 
England and now resides Galway the west 
Ireland. Although the Irish have better stories about 
real saints and better story tellers, this amusing 
and good-natured yarn that may provide evening’s 
diversion. 

James McDonough, 

St. John College, 

Cleveland 14, Ohio 


Humes, The Underground City 
Random House. May 755p. $4.95. (IIb) 


This first novel monumental piece fiction which 
brilliantly explores the political tensions France 
the immediate post-war period, well during the 
perilous days the German occupation. is, more- 
over, thoughtful and authentic, for all its fictionalized 
nature. hugely complicated plot centered around 
L’affaire Dujardin, supposititious case convicted 
collaborateur who, while knits quietly his jail 
cell, made cause celebre for political reasons the 
active Communist Party cleverly calculated plan 
discredit the American foreign policy and confuse 
issues the distracted Assembly the Fourth Repub- 
lic. the presentation this fabrication, Mr. Humes 
discovers number the currents that have under- 
mined governmental stability post-war France, and 
this assumes special importance view the 
actualités today’s headlines. 

The central figure the novel meant John 
Stone, former secret agent who worked with the 
resistance groups the south central regions France 
and who barely escaped with his life from massacre 
prisoners who had been betrayed Dujardin the 
eve the liberation. There had been ten prisoners. 
Stone knew that one had escaped; one other, becomes 
clear, also managed get away. The one Stone felt 
sure had escaped was Alexi Carnot, communist with 
whom had worked closely ,but who now working 
again with the Communist leadership discredit 
Stone’s testimony against Dujardin, the clinching evi- 
dence Dujardin’s crime. Stone has remained 
Paris, civilian, working with the Graves Registra- 
tion offices. hounded ,not only the French 
police interrogations, but also loyalty investigations 


Humes Mittelberger 


Best SELLERs 


his own government, arising out the fact that 
had worked side-by-side with resistants 
ing the war. Fortunately, has the confidence the 
elderly American Ambassador, Bruce 
superbly drawn portrait,—who retired general who 
has never quite given hope that his only son, who 
had also served secret agent and has been missing 
for years, has survived somewhere. The coincidence 
that young American who called himself Berger, 
(French for shepherd), was one the 
condemned with Stone and Carnot, haunting piece 
suspense added the rest. There are also the prob 
lems Stone’s onetime resistance mistress, Ariadne, 
who had also been Carnot’s poule, and Solange 
Recamier, who presently love with Stone. And 
figuring prominently also the retired political 
tist, Georges Merseault, who had been known during 
the days the Underground Colonel Owl. 


The story falls into three parts: The first introducing 
the problem the Dujardin affair; the second retailing 
Stone’s activities during the Resistance leading his 
arrest, condemnation and escape; the third picking 


the main theme bring its denouement. the 


three parts, the central section much the most 
esting and well-paced. The first part and the third are, 
even though you are content read leisurely and long, 
more than little overwritten, chiefly because, 
lieve, the author has tried give thorough feeling 
documented authenticity his story including ver. 
batim reports, messages, even long, well-written, 
speech delivered the Ambassador. 


Nevertheless, this solidly constructed and 
vincingly effective novel which may judged variously 
professional critics according their political lean- 
ings. Stone makes good case against the over-zealous 
watchdogs who pry and prejudge the name 
tional security; but shattering case made against 
the callous ruthlessness the professional communist 
that wholly accurate. The Underground City will 
take long time read; but the investment hour 
will pay dividends thought-stirring reflections for the 


adult reader. 
Grady, 


Mittelholzer, Edgar The Old Blood 
Doubleday. May 15,1958. 576p. $4.95. 


What Margaret Mitchell did for the Old South, Edgar 
Mittelholzer has done for the sugar-planting culture 
British Guiana. The third his books dealing with the 
colony stretches from 1795 1953 and traces with rich 
detail and exciting incident the broad social and 
nomic changes through which the area passed 
cessively under the Dutch, French, and British the 
vicissitudes the slave and near-slave labor supply 
brought first climax and then decline 
built upon sugar and lumber. 


This vast, sprawling ,panoramic story 
four chapters that covers five generations with 
tist personae variegated the human race. map, 
genealogical chart, and eight-page glossary listing 
the more important characters are needed keep the 
reader oriented amid the complex relationships. The 
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inevitable movie version should provide considerable 
relief for hard-hit casting offices and plentitude 
bold adventure; all degrees romantic and sexxual 
interest, from wholesome courtship and marriage 
incest and rape; and generous sprinkling black 
magic, masochism, and nymphomania. 


The central narration concerns the wealthy van Groen- 
wegels, studied chiefly the eighty-eight-year career 
Dirk, who saves the family from ruin during the 
disastrous effects humanitarian reforms the nine- 
teenth century. From childhood Dirk controlled 
two dominant ideals: fierce, unrelenting pride his 
thoroughbred blood and blind devotion glorifica- 
tion the family name, both which are deepened 
and symbolized for him collection ancestral 
letters that preserves old canister kind 
tribunal tabernacle wherein finds refreshment during 
troublous times. 


The first challenge Dirk’s indomitable principles 
Rose, beautiful mulatto illegitimately born grand 
uncle slave. Rose and Dirk are mutually love, 
but rejects even her open offer her body because 
sternly insists van Groenwegel must above all 
contamination with black blood. Instead marries 
high-spirited Cornelia and rears family whose atavistic 
aberrations are sardonic commentary the supposed 
superiority blooded inheritance. 


Rose, initial spirit revenge, accepts his brother 
Graham marriage that Dirk regards disgrace 
the family. Later the union ruins both herself and 
Graham; and, coupled with many other disappoint- 
ments, helps achieve Dirk’s declining years 
mellowing realization that the old blood has its failings 
along with the rest the human race. Prominent 
among these blows that chasten his principles are the 
loss Cornelia; the waste Rose’s alcoholic escapism; 
remarriage the worthless Janet, happy only bed 
with man, and she eventually deserts him; the sui- 
cides, associated with sexual excesses, his daughter 
Mary and son Adrian; and long series extrava- 
gances cousins, nephews, and other kindred. Some- 
times the illegitimate children van Groenwegel in- 
discretions with colored mistresses seem the best the 
lot, and the final irony Dirk’s late discovery that his 
was born quadroon, that 
even carries some black blood. Thus left with only 
his pride name, Dirk faces the crowning dejection 
seeing male issue among his grandchildren that 
the van Groenwegel name destined die. 


Probably least effective the saga the disillusionment 
Dirk’s old age; disproportionately condensed and 
has neither the liveliness incident nor the colorful 
historical background that features the central portions. 
The real crescendo the tragedy Mary, but pre- 
ceded whole host absorbing episodes and arrest- 
personalities that steadily maintain interest despite 
the great length. general the characters show little 
Psychological sublety, but most them are believable 
and with their historical setting provide diverting 
well informative experience for adults. 


George Grauel, 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Ross Koningsberger Hebson 


Ross, Walter The Immortal 
Simon and Schuster. Apr. 15, 1958. 245p. $3.50. (IV) 


perhaps unfortunate that Walter Ross selected 
theme for his first novel one with which the general 
public has been satiated during the past few years, and 
hero who composite Valentino, James Dean, 
Elvis Presley alii. Mr. Ross, former magazine edi- 
tor and publisher, well equipped with professional 
knowledge and experience and gives evidence his 
theatrical and background this account the 
late Johnny Preston, movie idol teen-agers, and 
defunct hero The Immortal. The story begins with 
macabre account teen-age violence and the stealing 
the body the late motion-picture star John Preston 
group leather-jacketed and blue-jeaned teen- 
agers. The story the late movie idol unfolds through 
the next two hundred pages and revealed through 
secret diaries, stenographic records, interviews, case 
records and studio reports. Johnny’s early life, his 
climb fame, his sexual experiences, his ultimate suc- 
cess terminating his untimely (?) death are fully 
revealed and described this Freudian leitmotif (and 
not too “leit”) old Horatio Alger “Strive and 
Succeed” theme. The reading this novel cannot 
produce anything but feelings disgust and contempt 
for members the much-maligned acting profession 
and the entertainment industry. The constant empha- 
sis sex and the note cynicism the author’s final 
question: “Is man’s grave his castle?” lead the 
fervent hope that The Immortal destined for 


very brief mortality. 
Edmund Byrne, 
Richmond, Virginia 


Koningsberger, Hans The Affair 


Knopf. May 19,1958. 244p. $3.75. (IV) 

This first novel Hans Koningsberger, Dutch writer 
now living New York, whose background seems 
similar that the expatriated Dutch hero 
this story, has authentic flavor its setting but 
leaves dark brown taste the mouth. The book 
jacket itself starts this bad taste: this frankly sensu- 
ous novel—which might called ‘anatomy love’ 
exposes the thousand subtle shifts feeling between 
two people tied and torn love.” sensuous, 
frank, anatomical. not subtle and not 
love. devoid any morality and the characters 
are paper-thin. library would want this its 
shelves. This waste time and money. 


Edith Howley, 
Madison, New Jersey 


Hebson, Ann Fine and Private Place 
Macmillan. May 20,1958. 186p. $3.75. (IIb) 
Fine and Private Place, Mrs. Hebson’s first pub- 
lished work, story without ending, program 
with cast characters, maybe even series char- 
acter sketches from outsider’s viewpoint. 


The first half the skimpy plot string which 
draw succession characters” paraphrase Sir 
Walter Scott, who used the word “scenes” rather than 
“characters” his definition plot. Mrs. Hebson’s 
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characters, with minimum scene action, are ex- 
tremely difficult remember—even one sitting. 


Julie Matt Loring’s wife. Jarvis Peyton, once love 
with Julie, married Melissa, who had thrown herself 
him. About month after Julie “had married Matt, 
when was horsing around, she came [Jarvis’] 
office one night and said she wanted start divorce 
proceedings.” possible result the intimate 
interview, Julie became pregnant, and Matt, none the 
wiser, refused let her consider divorce. 


All that past history before the story opens (pos- 
sibly 1946). Matt continued rakehell 
had settled down Melissa and their daughter Travis. 
evening party the Peyton’s, eighteen years later, 
brings the principals and their children together. Julie’s 
son Peter gives his class ring Travis. Julie sees Matt 
propositioning another woman, creates scene, tells 
her husband that not certainly the father Peter, 
and loses her sanity. 


Jarvis tells Melissa about his affair with Julie and has 
Peter sleep the library the Peyton home. Peter, 
having heard his mother’s outbursts, realizes that 
may Travis’ brother, bids her goodbye and takes 
off for the school from which was weekend 
leave. 


The novel evinces adult observation and yet written 
with the “slickness” and the “slanguage” jour- 
nalese. While the vulgarity limited, the element 
generalized sex continually intrudes and the philosophy 
life mere paganism. 


There are flashes insight the characterization, 
dozen brilliant phrases and handful purple 
patches. But the story hardly “explores with memor- 
able understanding the many aspects its Southern 
city.” the Negroes, who are well sketched, 
there hardly, save for the descriptions, scent the 
South the whole the work. 


Joachim Daleiden, O.F.M. 


HEADLINERS 
Book and Classification Author and Review 
FICTION 
Anatomy Murder (IIb) 
The Winthrop Woman (IIb) 
Ice Palace (Ila) 
Summer Place (IIb) 
North from Rome 
The Sergeant (III) 
The Greengage Summer 
Love Possessed (IIb) 
Rally Round the Flag Boys 
The Mackerel Plaza 
Maggie-Now (I) 
The White Witch (Ila) 
Travels Jaimie McPherson (IIb) 
Time and the Hour pring 
Ride the Red Earth (IIb) Wellman 


NON-FICTION 


Hoover 
Kerr 
Gunther 
Linkletter 
Churchill 
Mayer 
Baruch 
Bishop 


Traver Jan. 15, 
Seton 
Ferber 
Wilson 
Murphy 
Godden 
Couzzens 
Schulman 
Vries 
Smith 
Goudge 
Taylor 


Mar. 


Master Deceit Mar. 15, ’58 
Please Don’t Eat the Daisies (1) 
Inside Russia Today 

Kids Say the Darnedest Things 
The Great Democracies (Ila) 
Madison Avenue, U.S.A. (1) 
Baruch: Own Story 


The Day Christ Died May 15, 


d‘Olive Lancaster 


d’Olive, Gene Chiara 
Lippincott. May 19,1958. 279p. $3.95. (III) 


The hero this novel, American journalist 
Europe, falls love with beautiful Italian girl named 
Chiara. Since she Catholic and divorced, 
they are married civil ceremony Rome. For 
time their life happy, but soon Chiara’s groundless 
fits intense jealousy dull her husband’s love. She 
becomes pregnant. Her husband sent Paris 
news assignment. There has affair with 
French girl, Michéle, whom had known before his 
marriage Chiara. The husband returns Rome 
where twin sons are born prematurely Chiara. One 
the twins dies almost immediately, and despite 
vigil the protagonist, the second twin also 
ies. 


This novel very successful stylistic imitation 


Hemingway. The sentences are short, crisp, lithe, and 
precise. times there monotony, but the author 
keeps fairly well subdued. The descriptions are, 
likewise, well-handled. Chiara’s jealous rages, the 
sights and sounds Italy, and the affair with Michéle 
are especially reminiscent Hemingway’s technique 
and are worthy the master the “lost generation.” 
But one serious structural fault jars the reader. The 
story begins the clinic where the second child 
fighting live. The husband watches his son for 
almost four days and nights, and the story told 
flashbacks the husband keeps his vigil. Almost 
every other chapter sends back previous event; 
then, are taken back the clinic, then flashback, 
then the clinic, etc. The situation the clinic 
repeated too often and, hence, becomes tedious. After 
the first few chapters suspense generated the 
episodes the clinic. These episodes become annoying 
because they are too similar content, 
they slow down, and interfere with, the more 
ing parts the novel. This book would have been 
much more effective its story had been related 
straight-forward manner. The ending the novel 
particularly powerful and very reminiscent 
well Arms. The book’s frankness and directness 
certain parts—and its Hemingway attitude toward 
life, (with all that this implies), must restrict 
mature adult audience appreciative excellent style 
and excellent description. 


Paul Doyle, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Night March 


Lancaster, Bruce 


Atlantic-Little, Brown. May 19, 1958. 

When Judson Kilpatrick and Ulric Dahlgren led the 
abortive raid Richmond during the winter 1863- 
order free the Union prisoners Belle Isle, 
two Union cavalry captains, Kirk Stedman and Jake 
Pitler, led their trrops the vanguard. The 
tion having been led astray Confederate spy, Kirk 
and Jake found themselves prisoners 
with death because someone had forged orders show 
that the raid had really been designed 
Jeff Davis. heads, however, confined them 
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Libby prison Richmond whence they escaped and, 
with the connivance the “right sort people,” hoped 
rejoin any one several Union forces operating 
Virginia. When all practicable routes were found 
blocked, they decided escape westward into Ten- 
nessee and join the forces operating near Knoxville. 


they made their way westward through the moun- 
tains company with two other escapees, Kirk and 
Jake encountered Lynn Stockdale and her father, Ian, 
two Canadian Southern sympathizers who 
kind Kirk Libby. Fearing that the Stockdales 
might inadvertently betray their route, Kirk forced 
them accompany his party. When they finally 
reached Tennessee was only find Hood’s Southern 
forces moving north and George Thomas concentrating 
inadequate Union forces around Nashville, hoping for 
delay which would bring him reinforcements 
cient stem Hood’s drive. Jake and Kirk were as- 
signed makeshift cavalry troops and participated 
the crucial engagement Franklin which smashed 
Hood’s push and forced him withdraw. dan- 
ger past Nashville Kirk and Lynn finally found un- 
derstanding and reconciliation their divergent sym- 
pathies. 


Mr. Lancaster has almost uncanny skill weaving 
readable novels out military incidents from either 
the Civil Revolutionary Wars. minimum 
space and time manages draw together diversity 
persons, places, events and attitudes into convinc- 
ing whole, straining neither the bounds historical 
fact nor those human personality. Though neither 
extremely significant nor original, his work com- 
petently done rank him among the foremost ranks 
current historical novelists. bit incidental pro- 
fanity found the book which otherwise more 


than suitable for adult readers. 
Leonard Wolf, Ph.D. 


Black, Ian Stuart The Passionate City 
Viking. May 16,1958. 313p. $3.95. (IIb) 

The city the teasing title Rome, not Paris; and, 
although there illicit love affair never becomes 
obscene sensational. The author has unusual 
talent for bringing out moving portrayal two people 
falling love with one another unusual circum- 
stances. 


David Stuart goes Milan from Scotland serve 
teacher English School Languages, and does 
without any knowledge Italian. shortly 
transferred Rome. The time 1940, when many 
Italians wanted learn English more than German, 
even though the Berlin Rome axis was the center 
the political situation then. His students, mostly black- 
shirted, worshipped him. But the Security Police sus- 
pected was passing information England. Gia- 
eighteen-year-old member old Roman fam- 
ily falls love with him. Her father involved 
Military Intelligence. Stuart becomes more and more 
involved Roman affairs and not interested re- 
turning England until called. Giannetta’s father 
suspected conniving with Stuart bitter foe 
the old man named Midi. Stuart put through 
several inquisitions, but finally permitted leave for 


Black Bates Druon 101 


England when Gianetta saves his life and admits they 
have been having illicit affair. 


The story swift-moving, flavored and lightened with 
humorous episodes, and though part objectionable 
for the more impressionable, should please adult 


readers. 
Leon Baisier, Ph.D., 
Xavier University, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 
Bates, The Darling Buds May 


Little,Brown. May 21,1958. 219p. $3.75. (IIb) 


Book jackets, similar motion picture advertise- 
ments, tend oversell the end-product, skirting falsi- 
fications, high-lighting physiological eccentricties, and 
The Darling Buds May exception. one 
reader, might light and frothy; another, revi- 
sion the Cinderella theme, reverse; and this 
reviewer, irksome bore. 


Originally presented, expurgated edition, via the 
novelette route weekly family magazine, the author 
has mixed his Wodehousian aspects, Donal Culross 
Peattie, and Jeeter Lester into mulligatawny that in- 
sults the stew. 


“Perfick” the password for what the jacket describes 
glorious hodgepodge, the Pop Larkin farm. Ani- 
mals, children with “cute” flower names, strawberry- 
picking, expected babies, horseshow and cocktail party 
ending fireworks are supposed contribute share 
the humor, but it’s very forced, and far from perfick. 


The jacket stresses “Rabelaisian” mood, the abund- 
ance life, the easy enjoyment things the 
It’s amoral existence the Larkin farm, and 
amount plot twists will help attain any literary 


stature. humor. 
Judson LaHaye, 
Montebello, California 


Druon, Maurice The Royal Succession 
May 16,1958. 254p. $3.95. 

Although this novel the fourth the series called 
The Accursed Kings, distinct unit itself and 
deals with the situation France from June 1316 
January 1317. During this period, three major events 
take place: Cardinal Duéze elected Pope John XXII; 
Philip, the second son Philip IV, has himself ap- 
pointed Regent; and then, when the posthumous son 
Louis supposedly dies, becomes King Philip 
good deal historical research has gone into the 
making this novel and the matter presented 
highly dramatic fashion. fact, this flair for the dra- 
matic should warn the reader suspend judgment 
the historical accuracy. For example, the second chap- 
ter titled, “The Cardinal Who Did Not Believe 
Hell.” Now Pope John XXII was not altogether satisfied 
with the traditional view the Fathers the Church, 
that purified souls enjoy the Beatific Vision before the 
Last Judgment; otherwise, asked, why Last Judg- 
ment. proposed theory that both heaven and 
hell were postponed until after the Last Judgment, 
opinion retracted before died. this instance, 
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Druon presents the relevant conclave when the 
Cardinals were worn out the harsh restrictions im- 
posed Philip, Duéze feigns serious illness, 
that the other Cardinals, supposing there will short 
pontificate Duéze elected, decide elect him. 
Duéze, who had had himself carried the place 
voting, soon the election was assured rises unsup- 
ported from the litter accept the Papacy. 


Equally dramatic are the scenes which Philip 
has himself appointed Regent and the one which 
Philip, while actually presenting Louis X’s son the 
nobles France their King, has the boy die his 
arms, poisoned Philip’s mother-in-law. 


Adults who delight intrigue grand scale will find 
exciting fare this novel. 


William Schweder, 
Georgetown University, 


Washington, D.C. 


Slaughter, Frank Daybreak 
Doubleday. May 15,1958. 320p. $3.95. (Ila) 
Daybreak should popular novel with those who 
want read some rather strongly flavored stuff about 
psychotherapy and institutions for mental cases. This 
bitter medicine sweetened somewhat two romances 
the life the principal character and, the reader 
can stand the starkly described operation scenes, may 
prove palatable novel. 


Doctor James Corwin’s first romance with physio- 
therapist the same hospital where understudy- 
ing famed surgeon who practices frontal lobotomy, 
surgical severing fore-portion the brain order 
reduce objectionable symptoms schizophrenic 
patients. Corwin begins doubt the wisdom this 
operation which often permanently turned the mania- 
cal patients into mere “zombies,” drudges with 
ambition imagination. There soon doubt, how- 
ever, that his young wife schizophrenic and she 
dies while pursuing adulterous affair with former 
lover. 


Our good doctor finds new interest life when 
saves the life young woman who also shows more 
and more schizophrenic tendencies. This may im- 
plausible, but permits the doctor and the story 
follow her run-of-the-mill mental hospital the 
South. The doctor employed, course, perform 
the lobotomy the hopeless cases the institution. 
But refuses operate the young lady ques- 
tion because the damage would her per- 
sonality and genius artist. inspiration, 
tries reserpine, derivative the Indian root-herb, 
rauwolfia. tries controlled experiment large 
scale which turns out successful that lobotomy 
unnecessary and thus earns the enmity the 
money-hunger supervisor. this point that 
nurse addresses Doctor Corwin “Arrowsmith.” The 
comparison apt enough, but not completely accurate. 
Both are carrying out research projects, but our Doctor 
Corwin love with love, not with science was 
Arrowsmith. Our author, Frank Slaughter, who 
tell story scientific achievement and romance, 


not dramatize the problems the idealist 
the quack. The result that Daybreak tends toward 
soap-opera; but, nevertheless, tells absorbing tale 
therapy. 


this novel the various doctors pay lip service 
Freud and often use psychoanalytic terms 
diagnoses. Yet the action the story devolves more 
the group therapy rather than 
psychoanalysis. The result whole does not 
objectionable those who insist that although 
Freud’s terms may times useful, his theories 
causation are unproven. 


Hilda Meyer, 
Seton Hall University Library, 
South Orange, New Jersey 


Oberfirst, Robert (Editor) 
Anthology Best Short Short Stories and 
How Write and Sell Them, Volume 
Fell. May 375p. $3.95. (Ila) 


excising most the middle portion this book, 
namely pages 140 330, the editor could have given 
would-be writers excellent short-short story 


book. 


Robert anthology contains 
articles Pat Frank and Arthur Gordon, addition 
excellent stories these two men and others, 
the first 140 pages, which also include the first three 
prize winners, “Not Isaac,” Anthony West, “My 
Mother’s Hands,” Robert Fontaine, warm and 
understanding story the aged, and “Encounter 
Train,” Nathaniel Benchley. 


The last pages contain analytical articles the 
editor, Oberfirst, plus enlightening articles Duane 
Decker and Stewart Beach the short-short 
technique, form, method, etc. 


However, sandwiched between are about fifty poorly 
written and plotted stories unknown writers. Quite 
frankly, the only purpose this reviewer can imagine for 
their inclusion the volume all that they give 
the short-short story student opportunity com 
pare them with the work such finished, polished 
ters MacKinley Kantor, Henry Slesar, Pat Frank, 
etc. But why the misleading title, Anthology Best 
Short Short Stories? 


Elizabeth O’Rourke, 
New Brunswick, New Jersey, 


Muller, Herbert The Loom History 
Harper. May 14,1958. 433p. $7.50. (IIb) 

According the dust jacket this book, .Mulle 
has investigated the sites some the vanished 
Asia Minor. this volume attempts develop 
the historic theme East and West. For this study 
considers Asia Minor the ideal area because 
served the great bridge and frequently the battle 
ground between East and West. was here and not 
mainland Greece that the Greeks developed thei 
brilliant civilization. Later became the richest prov 
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ince the Roman Empire. witnessed the rise 

Christianity and then Islam. observes that: 
“The many famous cities this civilization were the con- 
spicuous signs its real glory and grandeur; and their death 
—the many sites once splendid but now desolate the 
most apparent reason for the tragic view history (xiv).” 


Contnuing later this strain, observes: 


“So repeat; the long view everything has failed. 
faith any kind has worked for good simply for good. 
Christianity itself failure its own standards; has 
neither won the world nor ever produced truly Christian 
society (p. 370).” 

when Dr. Muller becomes involved with such 
figures the Blessed Virgin and St. Paul that seems 
particularly concerned carrying campaign that 
may least characterized one disparagement. 
Writing Ephesus, dominated one time the influ- 
ence the goddess Diana, refers the council held 
there 431 A.D. follows: 


“The chief issue stake was the insistence Nestorius 
the genuine human nature well the divinity Christ— 
idea ethically inspiring but theologically monstrous its 
implication split personality Worse, Nestorius 
[Bishop Constantinople] attacked pagan fable Mary’s 
title Mother God, with its implication that God had 
worn diapers. The Ephesians championed the honor Mary 
more ardently because they believed that her body was buried 
within their walls. Cyril [Patriarch Alexandria] was able 
rush through day the official proclamation her title, 
and although bloody conflict ensued when the opposition 
bishops arrived five days later, the proclamation was never 
(p. 170).” 
The author advances directly and indirectly much 
criticism St. Paul when referring the city Tar- 
sus, St. Paul’s native city. the saint, the author 
observes: 
“He admitted independent claims reason, spirit 
free inquiry. Like the later Church, contended against 
the best well the worst the pagan world. His 
gospel was centered not God but Jesus the 
Paul seemed still more naive his belief the resurrection 
the dead, idea that seems have come from Persian 
more than the historic Jesus did Paul clearly 
intend found new religion. Like Jesus, hardly 
Jesus [according Paul] was distinct from the Father who 
had sent Him. Like the prophets, [Paul] had idea 
human freedom. Paul’s major bequest was the corner- 
stone Christianity—the doctrine the Atonement. 
does not appear the Acts, nor the teachings Jesus 
Himself the Synoptic Gospels. (pp. 191-195 passim).” 
Apart from this blending the exegetical, which 
the author has had specific training, with that which 
plainly historical, the book has many merits. 
true, however, that the casual reader might gain from 
some altogether erroneous concepts relative the 
development and clarification Christian doctrines 


and teachings, 
Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 
ola University, 
Chicago, 


Sheean, Vincent Orpheus Eighty 
Random House. Apr. 25, 1958. 372p. $5.00. 


Politics and music are the chief interests the remark- 
able life journalist-author Vincent Sheean, and this 
the kind biography has written the great 
man Italian music, Giuseppe Verdi. immense 
and obviously loving detail, Sheean evaluates Verdi the 


Sheean 
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musician and Verdi the patriot; the process, Verdi 
the man somewhat lost. But this concentration 
focus has its advantages, and informed lovers opera 
and history will find this book articulate and highly 
interesting. 


Orpheus not popular biography. Sheean makes 
attempt fictionalize, and the only dialogue direct 
quotation from letters. Verdi’s occasionally compli- 
cated love life, which might have stirred newsstand 
sales, largely glossed over. There very little the 
ordinary biographical human interest baggage, like the 
composer’s interests food, clothing and leisure, and 
about the only reference Verdi and religion the 
intimation that some unenlightened clerical instructors 
wanted very badly for him priest. 


Nineteenth century Italy was every bit complicated 
his astounding old age, the Scala debut his 
last and greatest work, Falstaff, and then flash back 
the composer visits the geographical scenes where his 
life was largely played out: Milan, Rome, Paris, his 
home Busseto. 


man considerable temperament, indicated 
his long boycott Scala and his unending feud 
with the Busseto citizens who wanted make him 
kind Chamber Commerce, Verdi had 
survived his share tragedy. When was 26, before 
had achieved any real success music, his young 
wife died; had already lost both their children. The 
demands him were great the first bloom popu- 
larity (17 operas from 1842-53, ending with the re- 
nowned trio Rigoletto, Trovatore, and Traviata), 
and with his concurrent interest Italian gropings for 
unity and independence, was little wonder his per- 
sonal life was irregular. 


Yet out the chaos ultimately came remarkable order. 
After years living openly with singer Peppina 
Strepponi, Verdi married her the church, union 
finally ended death years later. His music, 
overwhelmingly the spirit Italy, had become vital 
part the revolution (the letters his name were 
painted every available wall); the urging his 
idol, the formidable Cavour, even served the 
first all-Italian parliament. 


Sheean maintains was not until middle age that 
Verdi began grow composer, first with Don 
Carlos (1867), then Aida (1871), which should have 
been the end. That wasn’t, Sheean credits Arrigo 
Boito, the talented young poet who provided bridge 
between two great geniuses, Shakespeare and Verdi, 
writing the only great libretti the composer ever had 
work with—those Othello (1886) and Falstaff 
(1893). Sheean makes much these incredible works 
old age, produced after years inactivity; calls 
one the greatest Italian opera, the other Verdi’s finest 
work with universal appeal. 


Sheean, who knows opera connoisseur, has any 
defect biographer clearly his lack objectivity. 
This most apparent his historical treatment anti- 
clericalism and involvement the church politics 
during the turmoil Italian unification. man 
with basic anti-Christian orientation, Sheean often 
obviously overstates his case. oversimplifies the use 
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excommunication weapon against members 
secret societies and political foes the church, hints 
that Austrian tyrants were getting sinister advice from 
the confessional, and makes many offhand statements, 
especially about Pope Pius IX, without offering evi- 
dence back them up. 


But whole Sheean’s work scholarly and fascinat- 
ing. Appendices include chronology life 
and list his works, plus detailed bibliography and 


full index. 
James Arnold, 
Creighton University, 
Omaha, Nebraska 


Ilma, Viola The Political Virgin 
Duell, Sloan Pearce. May 12, 1958. 180p. $3.50. 


Miss one the most self-confident egotists ever 
likely appear autobiographically print. She has 
met great many famous people the course her 
various fund-and-interest-raising campaigns for numer- 
ous grand-scale causes (she started with Youth and 
currently Ethiopia), and she drops their names right 
and left way which most them will surely 
find uncomfortable, not say downright unpleasant. 


book written about herself someone quick 
acknowledge her “tremendous interest people” and 
her own wit and attractiveness more than little 
embarrassing; this reviewer squirmed. 

Anita Monsees, 

Ithaca, New York 


The Wide World John Steinbeck 


Lisca, Peter 
Apr. 28, 1958. 326p. $5.00. 


Rutgers University Press. 

This revision the author’s doctoral dissertation will 
interest the reader with specialized interest 
modern American fiction. attempts study the 
art Steinbeck sixteen works fiction and refute 
earlier critics like Edmund Wilson who wrote, “This 
animalizing tendency Mr. Steinbeck’s is, believe, 
the bottom his relative unsuccess representing 
human beings.” The author denies Steinbeck’s “animal- 
ism,” and finds that his germinal concepts include the 
following: “non-teleological thinking, ecology, the pos- 
sible individuality group-animal, ‘survival the 
fittest,’ group and the mystic unity 
all life.” These are, course, modified the fictional 
context which they appear and are stated most ab- 
stractly the Sea Cortez, the journal trip spent 
studying marine biology. The author’s insistence that 
these philosophico-biological concepts differ totally from 
the “animalism,” the “animism,” and the “primitivism” 
which Steinbeck’s critics find the novels persuasive, 
but not completely convincing. 


Steinbeck drew inspiration and patterns from the Grail 
legends, the Faust story, Exodus, and the story Cain 
and Abel; and his interest the major early works 
rather the story “group-man” than the develop- 
ment individual characters. Only his later works 
there emphasis individual character-portrayal. 
One his triumphs the ability use variety 
prose styles perfectly accord with the subject mat- 


Ilma Lisca Mather 


ter that style itself becomes able evaluate well 
present his material. 


His most significant accomplishment “has been the new 
dimensions has given the materials literary 
naturalism.” Despite the journalistic decline 
most recent works, final judgment can given, but 
the sixteen works studied “suggest enduring 


For specialists this book will suggestive. Insofar 
demands artistic re-evaluation Steinbeck, and 
provides some the materials, and suggests 


bution. 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 
Mather, Melissa Rough Road Hom 


Lippincott. May 14,1958. 288p. $3.95. 


Courage, fortitude, tremendous energy and, most all, 
sense humor brought Melissa Mather along the 
Rough Road Home. 


The tragic death her husband, Army officer, with 
four companions plane crash left the widow 
five children. The burial which she took her two 
sons was pathetic. Mrs. Coughlin (Miss Mather) 
sisted that five coffins used though four were 
The move from the Army base had been planned 
before her husband’s death. Her son Mike was sub 
normal and became impossible live there. 
Coughlin had hunted for farm which would fit the 
Army allotment and finally decided old plac 
the backwoods Vermont. 


The trials modernizing the house take most 
the story. Everything possible went wrong, from the 
near collapse the house due rotted timbers the 
climax—the barn roof fell with terrible roar when 
neighbor was giving the author permanent 
wave 


Her husband was stationed Germany one time 
and Polish refugee worked for him. When the 
family moved back the States, Longin followed. 
devoted the children and without his help Meliss 
never would have been able reach her goal. After 
some years romance developed and Melissa 
Longin were married. The description the wedding 
with all the children attendance very amusing 
Melissa decided after many months struggle, put 
Mike the state school Brandon. She went the 
local Judge and signed the necessary papers which made 
her boy ward the state. Her one thought she 
drove away after leaving Mike the school 
“Thank God Bob, (her husband), was spared the 
deal signing over his first-born the state.” Some 
months later when she visited, Mike did not know het 
and seemed completely happy his surrounding 


Melissa headed pressure group for the consolidation 
the one-room schoolhouses the township but the 
plan failed. The school board meeting and the 
functioning are amusingly described. 

Melissa and Longin have two children and the whol 
family happy and thriving. Miss Mather has told 
her tale pleasant conversational style. 
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interesting experiences. The book whole- 
and inspiring and, believe, will enjoyed 
both adults and young people. 


Anne Maloney, 
Tuckahoe, New York 


Hale, Nancy New England Girlhood 
Little, Brown. May 22,1958. 232p. $3.75. (I) 

Devotees The New Yorker have long enjoyed con- 
tributions Nancy Hale; many the reminiscences 
New England Girlhood first appeared 
that magazine. For those who are uninitiated, this 
book will serve delightful introduction first 
rate story-teller. 


New England Girlhood affectionate re-creation 
the images, events, impressions, and dreams that give 
childhood its bitter-sweet quality. The book not 
strictly autobiographical since Miss Hale not adverse 
mixing little fancy with her fact order “catch 
the reverberations childhood which make seem 
the first few years our lives constitute riddle 
which life work solve.” 


Although Miss Hale’s parents were both artists, (her 
father had scandalized his family studying Paris), 
they were Bostonians born and bred. Quite naturally, 
therefore, the institutions and traditions that fair 
city were major influence Nancy’s life. However, 
since Marquand’s The Late George Apley left little 
said about good old Boston, Miss Hale’s memoirs 
S.S. Pierce, (pronounced Perce), the Copley Plaza, 
coming out parties, and “goings-on” with the Harvard 
boys are much less interesting than her revelation 
the intriguing, secret world within child’s heart 
and mind. What does little girl, armed with gaily 
painted pail and shovel, learn while she works for hours 
under vast sky the beach Cod Harbor? Alone 
dark room, what dreams are hers after her parents 
have kissed her and gone out for dinner, “trailing 
chiffon and the smell bay does child 
feel and when she rejected her schoolmates 
for being “different”? Miss Hale knows all the answers. 
would seem that she not only possesses the key 
the enchanting, secret world children but also has 
been given personally conducted tour the place. 
However, all times Miss Hale remains true her 
heritage and training and refrains from being either cute 
sentimental; her prose sharp and fresh Cape 
Cod breeze. you enjoy reminiscences, New England, 
children, well written book, New England Girl- 
hood for you. 

Sister Gregory, O.P., 

Rosary College, 

River Forest, 


Dowdey, Clifford Death Nation 
Knopf. May 19,1958. 383p. $6.00. (1) 
Twice during the Civil War the Army Northern 
pushed northwards. both occasions Lee’s 
great army was thwarted its attempt invade the 
United States America. The first push resulted 
Antietam second Gettysburg. the story 
second invasion that gives Death Nation. 
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Written from the Southern point view, the Gettys- 
burg campaign the theme the book. 


Back June, 1863, Lee moved northward into Pennsyl- 
vania. His army consisted three corps commanded 
Richard Ewell, James Longstreet, and Ambrose Hill. 
this day the exact size the army unknown. 
The fact remains that, Jefferson Davis stripped south- 
ern garrisons and bridges, Lee would have 
large invading force. 

Gettysburg was sleepy country town June, 1863; 
but Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, July 
through the little town and its environs became the 
scene one the bloodiest pages American history. 
The square miles countryside became the scene 
one the most bitterly fought battles the War. 
Lee’s Army was assembled Seminary Ridge. Across 
the valley, the Army Potomac, commanded 
George Gordon Meade, bivouacked, Cemetery 
Ridge. Lee tried seize Culp’s Hill and Little Round 
Top. Both armies suffered heavy losses but morale 
seems have remained high both sides. the 
third day, however, confusion seems have been 
hour-to-hour occurrence the Army Northern Vir- 
ginia. Longstreet opposed Lee’s desire charge the 
Union center. “Old Pete’s” heart was not it. Ver- 
bal orders were resorted and who ordered Pickett, 
Armistead and Garnett move will moot ques- 
tion for years come, perhaps forever. The assault 
called “Pickett’s Charge” might have been “Longstreet’s 
Charge” the First Corps commander had performed 
his duties properly. The heroic attempt the south- 
erners break through the Union center failed. 
was foolhardy, uncalled for and heart-breaking. Lee 
defeat pulled his army out Pennsylvania and started 
the tragic homeward trek. 


Clifford Dowdey has written magnificent book. 
has little sympathy for Longstreet and feels his dilatory 
tactics Gettysburg deserved court-martial. Like 
most Civil War historians, Dowdey slaps Stuart’s wrist 
and forgives him for his laxity and delay. The hour- 
by-hour account the three hot July days shows pains- 
taking historical research. this book has weakness 
lies the author’s failure give credit the Army 
the Potomac. Dowdey gets wrapped the 
aggressive Southern units that fails mention who 
was the receiving end. 


This should wind the battle Gettysburg for 
while; unless Mr. Dowdey cares write sequel from 
the other side Emmittsburg Road. 


Frank Brown, M.A., 
University Scranton 


Brand, Joe (as told Alex Weissberg) 

Desperate Mission 
Criterion. Apr. 25,1958. 310p. $4.95. (Ila) 
Lieutenant Colonel Adolph Eichmann was the head 
Department the head office the Reich Security 
Service Berlin. Department was concerned with 
the Jewish problem. Desperate Mission recounts 
fantastic offer blood for money made this 
mann Hungary April 25, 1944. One army truck 
for every 100 Jews was the deal. Joel Brand, Jewish 
leader the underground Budapest, was the go- 


new 
but 
ofar 
and 
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between dealing with the Allies for this backmail. 
His mission was desperate and, his terms, unsuccess- 
ful. Alex Weissberg tells Joel Brand’s story. Its tone 
factual; the documentary evidence included; index 
supplied. Serious charges are made against the 
British. Nothing less than that British procrastination 
spoiled chances saving Jewish lives, many them. 
Wiser heads will have pass judgment these 
charges. 


Tragedy looms large through every chapter this book. 
Glimpses are given the stark persecution Jewish 
people. Joel Brand allowed tell his own story 
208 comprising the first part the book. Brand 
admits association with Socialists and Communists 
while college. Later became Zionist and after 
marriage settled down management weaving 
factory. With the war Joel Brand becomes member 
Waada—Council for assistance and rescue. Through 
its underground work becomes known the Ger- 
mans and contacted for the blackmail mentioned 
above. The Germans wanted get rid Jews and 
whether they were sent abroad into gas chambers 
was largely matter indifference; but 12,000 could 
easily gassed every day. Joel Brand’s mission the 
Allies was attempt buy these Jewish lives. The 
British arrest Brand Allepo and keep him under pro- 
tective custody. Their claim that they will not know 
what with these Jewish people rescued from Ger- 
man hands. From this claim and from the complacency 
his own people Jerusalem, Joel Brand draws his 
condemnations. 


The second part the book, brief treatment, re- 
counts what happened elewhere Joel Brand struggled 
for help. During the month after Brand’s arrest the 
Pope, the King Sweden and others intervened for 
the Jews Hungary. Sweden and Switzerland offered 
safe conduct Budapest Jews. 


this grim story there one bright color: quarter 
the Hungarian Jews survived the war. This percentage 
greater than any other country under German 
control. 


Desperate Mission maintains dispassionate reporter’s 
style. Its strength may that objective tone but 
grows wearisome. fear that the reader, unless stu- 
dent these times, may soon put this work down. But 
for adults there warning these pages. 


Eugene Linehan, 
Chaptico, Maryland 


Blish, James Case Conscience 
Original No. 256. Apr. 15, 1958. 188p. $0.35. 


When the Rev. Ramon Ruiz-Sanchez, was sent 
member inspection team rule the suit- 
ability the planet Lithia for use the United 
Nations Earth, encountered case conscience 
which seemingly posed paradox. The planet and its 
inhabitants, with reference God religion 
their culture, are too perfect result from natural 
virtue alone. Hence they must creation Satan 
for humanity exist without recourse this 
temptation let loose upon the world alone will 


responsible for the defection man from God 
And espouses this modern variant heresy th: 
Manichees rating the planet creation 
and not opened for Earth use. Though 
Jesuits and the Church with admonition from 
Pope exorcise the whole planet and demonstrate 
merely diabolical illusion. Meanwhile 
member the team has secured U.N. permission 
perform nuclear experiments Lithia. the 
moment error discovered his calculations 
the universe seemingly doomed. But the lay 
moment Ruiz-Sanchez steps and exorcises the 
Lithia disappears—fission, fusion, exorcism? 


enough our Jesuit scientist biologist 
some odd interpretation the oft-beaten recapity. 
lation theory that furnishes him with the final clue 
his theory. his seeming command 
Mr. Blish makes excellent initial impression 
biologically and theologically but continued slips 
several occasions both demonstrate that his 
standing either meagre. Strange twists are 
many Catholic doctrines and biologically 
principles. the whole, the book valueless 
confused practically harmless but, since 
does pretend state Catholic positions and then 
incorrectly hazily, can recommended for 


class reader. 
Leonard Wolf 


Pocket Print and Reprint 
Upper-bracket Paperbacks: 


From the Noonday Press come half-a-dozen new 
backs 8”) worth attention: Avrahm 
sky has translated number Anton Chekhov’s 
and sketches, with few exceptions not previously pub 
lished the S., under the title The Unknow 
Chekhov, ($1.65; Sholom Aleichem’s The 
Great Fair, ($1.45; IIa), presents “Scenes from 
instinct with feeling solidarity among Jews 
everywhere the world.” Emile Male’s 
Art from the XIIth the Century reprint 
the 1949 translation this French classic, with: 
number photo-illustrations offset, ($1.65; ... 
The Verbal Icon Wimsatt, Jr., ($1.65; 
collection excellent essays discussing the 
ing Poetry which should valuable college 
ature courses After the Lost Generation 
essays Hemingway, Dos Passos, Fitzgerald 
number the novelists the reprinted from 
earlier (1951) Young Torless Rober 
Musil reprint rather noxious novel about 
boys boarding school Austria, ($1.25; 
Houghton-Mifflin has added Frank Norris’ The 
their Riverside series, (A-33, $1.15; IIb). 


The Dutton Everyman Paperback series has 
its titles Sir James Jeans’ The Mysterious Universe, 
reprint 1932 edition, (D-11, $1.35; IIa) 
collection short stories Irish 
The Lion Tamer, (D-13, $1.15; cf. vol. 
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History Russia, (D-15, $1.35; cf. vol. 16, 227), 
adequate and valuable introduction Russian 
studies Science Sacred Cow Anthony Stan- 
den, (D-16, $1.15; cf. vol. 10, 29), paddles the 
pomposities scientists without belittling the value 
study The Background Modern Poetry 
Isaacs, (D-17, $0.95; bundle six essays 
the vagaries contemporary poetry and poets... 
Aucassin and Nicolette has been translated, along with 
other medieval romances and legends Eugene 
Mason, (D-19, $1.15; The Smaller Classical 
Dictionary, revision Sir William Smith’s handy 
reference volume Blakeney and John Warring- 
ton, (D-12, $1.45; I), valuable handbook, but may 
require reading glass. 


Ker’s fine study The Dark Ages reprinted 
Mentor with introduction Anne Fremantle 
that will stimulate the reading this history medie- 
val literature which relates many modern authors with 
those the twelfth fifteenth century, (MD-225, 
$0.50; I), and recommended students senior 
high school and colleges Short History India 
and Pakistan abridged and revised edition 
Walter Wallbank’s 1951 India the New Era, 
(MD-224, $0.50; I), and valuable for students mod- 
ern history Dell’s first four volumes The Laurel 
Shakespeare, under the general editorship Francis 
Fergusson presents Hamlet, with commentary Mau- 
rice Evens, (LB-112, $0.35; The Taming the 
Shrew, with commentary Margaret Webster, 
(LB-113, $0.35; Romeo and Juliet with com- 
mentary Auden, (LB-114, $0.35; and 
Richard with commentary Stuart Vanghan, 
(LB-115, $0.35; I), each with glossary and 
duction Professor Fergusson, whose essay Shakes- 
peare and His Theatre appended each volume... 
Dell has also published abridgement Edmund 
Fuller Romain Rolland’s Jean Christophe, (LC-113, 
$0.50; IIb). 

Westerns: 

The Return the Texan, original Foreman, 
(Ballantine 259, $0.35; I), set Texas 
John Daniels’ The Land Grabbers, (Bantam 
1169, $0.35; I), set Colorado 1880 and mixes 
cowboys, Indians, the Army, fists, guns, whiskey 
fast-paced tale The Big Country Donald 
Hamilton another original with Texas background, 
(Dell B-115, $0.35; I); appeared shorter form 
serialized The Saturday Evening Post under the title 
Ambush Blanco Canyon James Keene’s The 
Brass and the Blue 
(Dell 959, $0.35; Brand Nick Sumner 
(Dell 979, $0.25; I), sends son out get the villain 
who shot his rancher father Bloody Wyoming 
Cody, (Avon 812, $0.25; and Fighting Kid 
from Texas Archie Joscelyn, (Avon 813, $0.25; I), 
are originals with pretty much standard situations and 


Mysteries: 
Top-drawer selections this month are Graham Greene’s 


The Confidential Agent, (Bantam A-1773, $0.35; 
Eric Ambler’s Epitaph for Spy, (Bantam A-1772, 
$0.35; Dorothy Hughes’ Ride the Pink 
Horse, (Dell D-225, $0.35; Nicholas Blake’s 


Pocket Print and Reprint 
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The Beast Must Die, (Dell D-227, $0.35; 
Sorry, Wrong Number Allan Ullman and Lucille 
Fletcher, (Bantam A-1771, $0.25; I), all which were 
previously published earlier paperback editions. 


Under the title which was filmed Vertigo, Pierre 
Boileau’s and Thomas Narcejac’s The Living and the 
Dead, (Dell 977, $0.25; cf. vol. 17, 
Two Thirds Ghost Helen McCloy, (Dell D-228, 
$0.35; cf. vol. 16, 245) The Accused Harold 
Daniels, (Dell B-116, $0.35; original which 
husband accused murdering his wife Weep 
for Blonde Brett Halliday, (Dell 978, $0.25; IIb), 
typical, “new,” Mike Shayne rough-and-tumble 
murder-cum-mayhem Miami Manhunt William 
Fuller, another original patterned the tough-guy 
private eye models, (Dell A-158, $0.25; 
Real Gone Guy Frank Kane, (Dell D-226, $0.35; 
IIb), another the same genre featuring Johnny 
Liddell the clue-hunter The Perfect Victim 
James McKinney extended version what ap- 
peared Cosmopolitan Riot Willow Creek, (Dell 
A-159, $0.25; IIa) Agatha Christie’s Murder 
Three Acts, which first appeared 1934, still better 
than most the new crop, (Avon T-243, $0.35; 
Ellery Queen’s Four Hearts, which dates 
from 1938, (Avon T-242, $0.35; 


General Fiction: 

Conrad Richter’s superbly written story “white 
Indian,” The Light the Forest, being filmed 
Disney Studios, (Bantam 1737, $0.25; cf. vol. 13, 
49); this new edition 1954 pocket edition 
Bezzerides’ Thieves’ Market, (Bantam A-1768, 
$0.35; IV, cf. vol. 239), was earlier pocket edi- 
tion Silver Spoon Edwin Gilbert, (Ban- 
tam F-1767, $0.50; IV), was reviewed here, vol. 17, 
51... Vina Delmar’s Beloved, (Dell F-69, $0.50; IIa), 
was noted here vol. 16, Jerome Weidman’s 
Can Get for You Wholesale, eighth printing 
this abridged version the 1937 bestseller about the 
New York garment industry, (Avon T-240, $0.35; IIb) 
Naked Sin Gordon Clark original about adul- 
tery and abortion upper-middle class circles, not 
quite bad its title, but not very good either, (Avon 
T-244, $0.35; IIb) The Deceivers John Mac- 
Donald, (Dell B-117, $0.35; IIb), also original and 
pretty much the same the immediately foregoing 
Felix Holt’s Mountain Boy—original title 
Boone Kissed Me—is distasteful tale hill-billy 
mountain-folk shenanigans, (Dell D-202, $0.35; IIb) 
crooner going and down the money scale, (Dell 
B-118, $0.35; IIb) Teen-Age Jungle Harry 
Whittington original title Sinners’ pretty 
near trash, (Avon T-241, $0.35; IIb) is, for 
different reason, the soap-oafish Calling Dr. Jane, 
Adeline McElfresh, (Bantam 1776, $0.25; IIa). 


Science-Fiction: 

Isaac Azimov’s Second Foundation, 
$0.35; IIa), logically developed tale politico-his- 
torical evolution galactic confederacy from the 
ruins galactic empire Yonder Charles Beau- 
mont, (Bantam A-1759, $0.35; IV), melange short 
and short-short stories which, with perverted sense 
humor and frequent vulgarity and obscenity are par- 
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ticularly short science-fiction VOR James 
Blish, (Avon T-238, $0.35; IIb), brings robot spy- 
communicator from outer space probe Earth’s de- 
fenses; CAP group and the AEC work together 
destroy and thus prove Earth too advanced 
attacked. Fairly well-done with numerous interlocking 
subplots, one which involves sexual immorality 
Deadly Image Edmund Cooper, (Ballantine 250, 
$0.35; IIb) original using “sleeper awakes” 
theme, bringing John Markham awake 150 years after 
the first and last atomic war find surviving humans 
living purposeless and irresponsible life luxury. 
few, however, have refused consent the android 
domination and are led Markham revolt 
power. Marred profanity and sexual immor- 
ality. 

General Non-Fiction: 

John Gunther’s account D-Day, (Avon T-239, $0.35; 
I), reprint the 1944 book and has since been 
superseded more accurate accounts The One 
That Got Away Kendal Burt and James Leasor, 
(Ballantine F-262, $0.50; I), the story escape and 
pursuit German flier prisoner war England; 
exciting true Elliott Arnold’s Rescue, (Ban- 
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tam A-1770, $0.35; I), was noted here vol. 16, 
Getting Along French Mario Pei with 
Fisher, (Bantam A-1801, $0.35; and Getting 
Along Italian Mario Pei, (Bantam 
I), are cheap and handy for the prospective tourist 
will the language student harm besides Deg 
Doctor collection funny letters which 
Juliet Lowell avers were actually written 
(Dell 976, $0.25; Ila) The World Space 
Alexander Marshack, complete with photographic 
line-drawing illustrations just the thing clear 
some the jargon the news-headlines, (Dell 
$0.35; Satellites, Rockets and Outer Space 
Willy Ley also handy interpreter for the mis 
sile-age, complete with color photos, (Signet 
$0.35; William Miller’s History the United 
States, (Dell LX-101, $0.75; III) not the best 
ment for those who prefer their history unbiased and 
free wide-swinging generalizations which even the 
need for condensation will not excuse. pity this 
so, for the work could have been much improved 
were not what Professor Frank Freidel calls 
ticated, often brilliant interpretation.” Its fault tha 
interpretative rather than objective. 
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